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Editor's Comments

Hi Everyone

It’s hard to believe that we
are beginning our twenty-third
year of Resource Links. It
seems like only yesterday that
| took over as editor and that is
almost twenty years ago.
Where does the time go?

I am proud to say that the
quantity and quality of Cana-
dian children’s and young
adult literature has not dimin-
ished over the years, in fact, it
has grown in both facets to
become a renowned collection
recognized not only in our
own country but in many other
countries throughout the

Picture Books

ASNONG, Jocey
Rocky Mountain 123s E
Rocky Mountain Books,
2017. 28p. lllus. Gr. Pre-
school - K. 978-1-771602112.
$12.00

This
engaging
and very
Canadian
board
book by
Canmore,
Alberta
% author/
artist, Josey Asnong, teaches
number recognition and counting
from 1 to 20 with the help of dif-
ferent alpine animals participating
in a range of fun mountain activi-
ties with simple mountain-specific
terms added in. Examples of this
are: “three bears slide down
mountain scree” and “eleven
moose are loose in the fen”. As-
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Jocey ﬁsnong.

world.

Those of you who have been
subscribers over the years will
probably be looking for our
regular feature column Contem-
porary Adult Titles for Strong
Readers, which has for many
years appeared in our October
issue. This year, however, we
had too many reviews to ac-
commodate this column and it
will now appear in our Decem-
ber issue. Be on the lookout for
the column at that time!

This issue once again con-
tains reviews of a wide variety
of new titles. There is some-
thing for everyone - lots of new
and exciting picture book for

nong’s folk-art style is engaging
and whimsical. Each Rocky Moun-
tain locale is labelled along the side
in hand-lettering, and the font on
each page is easy to read for begin-
ning readers. Those familiar with
the Rocky Mountains will be
thrilled to see their favourite loca-
tions profiled (e.g. Takakkaw Falls,
Lake Louise, Mt. Rundle, etc.)

Highly recommended for per-
sonal and library collections.

Thematic Links: Animals;
Counting; Rocky Mountains;
Canada

Erin Hansen
BAILEY, Linda
Under-the-Bed Fred E
Ilustrated by Colin Jack.

Tundra Books, 2017. 64p.
Illus. Gr. 2-3. 978-1-770495531.
Hdbk. $16.99

the young readers, good choices
for the middle grade group as
well as the more mature read-
ers, and a good choice of non-
fiction with topics of current
interest for all ages. There are
also quite a number of French
titles which will be of interest
to our French Immersion and
French First Language schools
as well as our public libraries.

As always, check out our
Awards and Announcements
pages for the latest award win-
ners and pertinent announce-
ments in the field of Canadian
children’s and young adult
literature.

Vicki

Marking the
beginning of a
new early chap-
ter book series,
Linda Bailey’s
latest is an ab-
solute delight.
Itis a perfect
transition for
those eager
readers wanting to try a chapter
book, and with its carefully chosen,
sometimes repeating text it will be
an excellent aid in developing read-
ing confidence.

Leo is frightened by noises under
his bed every single night. One
night, he has to go the bathroom so
bad that he decides to risk getting
grabbed by whatever might be un-
der there. To his surprise, the mon-
ster asks him if he wants him to go
along! He declines, and safely
makes it to the washroom. Leo
struts back to bed (as evidenced by
the wonderful illustrations), and,
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filled with confidence, strikes up a conversation
with the monster. It isn’t long before the two are
chatting again, and soon meet face to face. The
monster is thrilled with his new name, Fred, and
while they have a couple of scary encounters,
Leo soon learns that Fred has his back.

Illustrations by Colin Jack are by turns mildly
frightening and fun, and the style is very appeal-
ing and detailed. The book also plays with text
placement and size occasionally in a very effec-
tive way.

Highly recommended for all libraries who
serve children beginning to read on their own.

Thematic Links: Fears; Friendship; Monsters;
Bullying; Early Chapter Books

Nicole Rowlinson

BAKER, Dawn
The Puffin Patrol G
Pennywell Books/Flankers Press, 2017.

Unp. Hllus. Gr. K-4. 978-1-77117-605-7. Pbk.
$12.95

Dawn Baker has
created another simple
story that is both infor-
mative and reassuring.
Susan, her friend

The Puffin

Y sister Megan are out
Bl late on an August night
# "...roaming around

— gloomy streets and
gardens.." in Witless Bay, Newfoundland. Their
mission is to look for lost pufflings. Why are
there lost pufflings? When pufflings embark on
their first flights, they fly at night and head out
to sea beneath the stars. However, pufflings,
flying on cloudy nights, can be confused by
lights on shore and fly in the wrong direction
ending up in coastal towns instead of the ocean.
The story follows the trio through the August
evening as volunteers locate and gently capture

13 pufflings and through to the next day when
Susan and Ryan accompany members of the
patrol to release the pufflings. The crew and
pufflings travel by boat far from shore. Susan
and Ryan each have an opportunity to release
a puffling and watch as the pufflings reunite
with puffins who "...were flying and bobbing
on the water and diving. They all seemed to be
having a great time!"

The book is informative with puffin and
patrol facts seamlessly incorporated into the
text as well as in the "Did you Know?" sec-
tion. Did you know that a group of puffins was
called a circus?! The colourful illustrations of
the puffins and their habitat enhance the text.

The book is reassuring because it portrays a
positive outcome and resolution to a problem
in the environment created by civilization.
Baker's artwork captures the ‘warm glow' that
the children feel by participating in a worth-
while and successful cause. "How you can
Help" gives the young reader constructive ad-
vice on specifically helping puffins and gen-
eral advice on helping all birds.

The book is highly recommended for both
school and public libraries. The book can be
used in environmental learning units about
puffins, light pollution and local nature
groups. In Newfoundland students can study
the real life Puffin Patrol and in other prov-
inces students can investigate their area for
local initiatives involving birds.

Thematic Links: Puffins; The Puffin Patrol;
Bird Rescue; Witless Bay, Nfld.; Light
Pollution

Laura Reilly

BLAKE, Rodger
A Good Day for Billie

Ilustrated by Karen Gelderman.

Boulder Publications, 2016. 35p. Illus. Gr. 1 -
3.978-1-927099810. Pbk. $13.95

In this charming, at-

tractive story, Billie the
puffin decides to take
advantage of a beauti-
ful, calm day to go ex-
ploring on the beach.
The tide is out, the
waves are gently crash-
ing, and the seashells
are plentiful. While Bil-
lie searches the shells

for food, he spots a peculiar sight nestle
among the rocks - a reddish, eight-legged crea-
ture. A potential new friend! Billie approaches
and introduces himself, only to be harshly re-
jected, with the new being, Lava, telling him
that since she is a crab and Billie is a puffin,
they can’t possibly interact.

Billie is deeply hurt and does not understand
Lava’s reaction. He believes anyone can be
friends if they try. Billie decides to find his
friend Charlie to get advice, while Lava is re-
gretting her reaction and feeling lonely. She
vows that if Billie returns, she will give him a
chance to become a friend without being
overly distrustful. With Charlie’s encourage-
ment and wisdom, Billie realizes that perhaps
Lava was scared of him and he needs to be
empathetic to that, and possibly prove to her
that he is no danger to her. He returns to the
beach where Lava is, and because she too has
been rethinking her response to Billie, the two
are able to give their potential friendship an-
other try.

In beautifully descriptive prose, Blake sets
scenes in such a way that it is easy for a reader
to imagine themselves there, whether it is the
serenity of watching the gentle breeze sway
the tall grass while hearing the soothing
splashing of cool waves, or the cautious curi-
osity of seeing a new and potentially danger-
ous sight. The variety of the geography of the
area is both seen in the drawings, and men-
tioned in the text, and include fishing villages,
rocky cliffs and shorelines, and icebergs.
Illustrations, created in coloured pencils, are
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equally calming and a perfect match to the tone
of the story. The back cover teases that this is
Billie’s first adventure, and another collabora-
tion between this author and illustrator would
be wonderful to see.

Thematic Links: Friendship; Perseverance;
Trust; Accepting Differences; Puffins; Crabs;
Atlantic Canada

Nicole Rowlinson

BLAND, Nick

Twinkle

Scholastic Canada, 2017. 32p. lllus.
Gr. Preschool - 1. 978-1-4431-0098-4.
Hdbk. $14.99

E

Penny Pasketti longs
B for a friend; preferably a
shiny, glowing one that
lives in the night sky.
When a star does fall in
| her backyard, she retrieves
it and they become
friends. After an evening
of jJumping on the bed and
== sharing secrets, Penny has
to figure out a way to get the star back up in the
sky. She tries to tie a balloon around his belly,
and she wraps him up like a parcel with the ad-
dress, The Sky, but, ““Little Star was too heavy
and the sky, too far away.” In the background
of the acrylic illustrations, the reader will see
that Little Star wasn’t the only star that fell to
earth, and Penny wasn’t the only child lucky
enough to find a new friend. The book winds
down with views of shooting stars going in the
opposite direction from atop a skyscraper, and
then an illustration of Penny back in her bed,
but this time sleeping.

I wish | could give this book a rating higher
than an E. It’s an E+. The story and the illustra-
tions are some of the best | have ever seen in
my seventeen years of working in a library.

Thematic Links: Falling Star; Home; Night
Time; Friendship; Secrets

Tanya Boudreau

BRYAN, Tegwen Gwenhwyfar &
Gregory Bryan
Penny the Penguin Learns to Fly

Ilustrated b
%ang ustrated by

_ Jennifer Gate-Bryan.
the Penguin | peanut Butter Press,

2017. Unp. lllus. Gr.
Preschool - 2. 978-1-
927735-12-1. Hdbk.
$19.95

A

* w This book is a family
Legrns to Y'9 effort. The text was writ-
v wweeww | ten by 13 year-old Teg-
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wen with assistance from her professor father,
Gregory, and illustrated by her mother, Jenni-
fer.

Penny is a young penguin who longs to fly,
but is discouraged by all those around her
(including her friends, the local librarian and a
flying instructor) due to it being physiologi-
cally impossible for penguins to fly. She con-
tinues to dream about this goal, nonetheless.
She trips and falls one day and slips off the
edge of Iceberg Hill. As she is falling, she flaps
her wings and there is a two-page spread de-
claring that she flies and the next pages reveal
that she still has had a hard landing with a
“bump”, “thump” and “ker-flump”. The reader
is left to discern if she actually flew or just
slowed her plummet by flapping her wings to
create a bit of resistance, or was completely
imagining it and hit as hard as if she had not
even tried. This is very confusing. However,
her friends congratulate her after her fall and
when she declares that her next goal is to make
it to the North Pole, everyone encourages her
thoughts. The message of this book is to be-
lieve in yourself and not become discouraged
by naysayers. Additionally, if you look hard
enough, you could pull out the message that
you can achieve a lot by redefining success in
the face of discouragement by changing your
perspective. Success can look different for each
person. Penny may not have traditionally
flown, but she did flap her wings when falling.

However, children may be asking - did she
still succeed? The message, though important,
is a bit muddled and may confuse many young
readers. It could have been presented with
more clarity for greater effectiveness.

Unfortunately, much of the text seems re-
petitive and lacks originality, and the illustra-
tions are simplistic and lacking depth. Further
editing and clarification would have helped
with this literary effort to help make it a stand-
out.

Thematic Links: Animals - Penguins;
Determination; Perseverance

Erin Hansen

CALLI, Davide

Cinderella and the Furry Slippers E
Illustrated by Raphaélle Barbanégre.

= Tundra Books,

2017. 32p. lllus. Gr.
Preschool - 2. 978-1-
101-91898-2. Hdbk.
$21.99

Cali’s follow-up to
w1 Snow White and the 77
~*| Dwarfs is hilarious.

-| Blonde-haired Cinder-
ella longs to go to the

ball and escape her three evil step-sisters, but
when her fairy godmother helps her get there,

it’s not what she expected. She arrives at the
ball in a turnip carriage, wearing a dress that
“didn’t look like the picture from the maga-
zine.”” She is assisted by bats and Ilamas, not
mice and horses, and the Prince, who lacks
basic hygiene, lives in a tiny castle decorated
with one bouquet of balloons. She does live
happily ever after though when she goes to a
girls-only job fair where she learns about new
career opportunities such as dragon tamer,
stone carver, potion maker, and spider hunter.

Barbanégre’s (Snow White and the 77
Dwarfs) digital illustrations make unique char-
acters by exaggerating body proportions and
clashing colours. Dialogue is minimal, (and
funny), and the recognisable parts of the well-
known Cinderella story are changed slightly.
The step-sisters have dogs. Cinderella makes
an appointment with her fairy godmother by
using a phone, the fairy godmother looks like a
green skinned witch, and Cinderella loses her
shoe in a dance competition, not because she
was running out of the castle.

This book is recommended for storytimes
about princesses or fractured fairytales, or for
parents and teachers who want to share stories
about characters who learn to be independent
and resilient.

Thematic Links: Cinderella; Fractured Fairy
Tales; Independence; Expectations; Humour

Tanya Boudreau

CHARLES, Veronika Martenova
The Land Beyond the Wall: An

G

_ . — Immigration
g{)_;][g{l[ﬁ bL7onp l%lticr)r%us Publishing,

2017. 32p. lllus. Gr. K-4.
978-177108-465-9.
Hdbk. $22.95

1 Inthis immigration
- | story, author Veronika
.| Martinova Charles shares

Excellent, enduring, everyone
should see it!

Good, even great at times,
generally useful!

Average, all right, has its
applications

P Problematic, puzzling, poorly
presented
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a version of her personal story (1970) as a sort
of fairy tale that has aspects of magic realism. A
young girl in a communist country encounters
hardship and heartache before escaping to a
new country (Canada) full of hope. A talking
doll is her companion as she experiences the
long voyage and several months at Pier 21 in
Halifax (in its last days as a place for new im-
migrants). Angst and hardship, as well as hope
and the potential of new beginnings are por-
trayed. This is a solid picture book, though the
text is sometimes uneven in pace and phrasing.
The final pages show Emma as an adult
seated at her drawing table in an image that
pays homage to the author and the final page
contains a biography of the author’s own immi-
gration journey. The message clearly portrayed
is that if the author can thrive in an uncertain
situation in a new country, you can, too. This
book would be a useful addition to a library
immigration collection for young readers. Even
recent immigrants would be able to identify
with the feelings portrayed in the book, as well
as those seeking to learn about the experience.

Thematic Links: Immigration; Canada; Pier 21;
Czechoslovakia; Magic Realism

Erin Hansen

CHRISTOPHER, Danny
Putuguq & Kublu G
Ilustrated by Astrid Arijanto. Inhabit
Media, 2017. 32p. Gr. K-2. 978-1-77227-143-0.
Pbk. $5.95

Putuguq and Kublu
are a brother and sister
who live in a small
town just north of the
Acrctic Circle. The two
of them love to play
outside and play tricks
on each other. One day,
one of Putuguq’s failed
pranks turns into a race
44| across the tundra, where
=4 the siblings run into an

muksuk When their grandfather sees them, he
uses the opportunity to teach them a bit about
the history of their ancestors and inuksuit.
Putuguq and Kublu stands out because it is a
story set in the Canadian Arctic, a part of the
country that isn’t often represented in books and
other media. However, there are a few missed
opportunities in the story. The banter between
Putuguq and Kublu is sometimes drawn out too
long. Their antics could have been shortened to
allow for more elaboration on the topics of
inuksuit and Tuniit, which is the real star of the
story. As well, there is a detailed map of the
siblings’ village in the front of the book, which
is never really utilized in the story. Perhaps this
map is setting up the book to become a series,
where other parts of the town would come into

Page 4

play. Aside from these setbacks, Putugug and
Kublu is a very well-designed graphic novel.
There are many design details throughout the
book, like the endpapers and the map, that
make the book very attractive. The characters,
while a bit predictable, are expressive and
funny. The northern setting, funny characters,
and historical elements could easily allow this
book to develop into a longer series that
younger elementary school kids will enjoy.

Thematic Links: Siblings; Inuit Culture;
Ancestors

Alice Albarda

CLANTON, Ben
Super Narwhal and Jelly Jolt E
Tundra Books, 2017. 64p. Gr. 1-3. 978-
1-101-91829-6. Hdbk. $16.99

 NARWHAL

Narhwal and Jelly are
back, but this time they
have super powers! This
book is the second Nar-
whal and Jelly book,
which features three short
stories, a bonus comic by
Narwhal and Jelly them-
selves, and some super
information about sea
life. Superheroes are an

1555

: &

" BEN CLANTON

extremely appropriate theme for a graphic
novel series, and Ben Clanton’s treatment of
the topic does not disappoint. There are many
moments in the book that poke fun at the
stereotypical superhero narrative, like when
Narwhal reveals his secret identity - Clark
Parker Wayne.

As in the first book, Narwhal uses his super
power of imagination not only to be silly with
Jelly, but also to help his friends when they
need him. The book is a perfect balance of
clever superhero jokes and heart-warming sto-
ries, combined with Ben Clanton’s adorable
and funny illustrations.

Thematic Links: Narwhals; Jellyfish; Sea
Creatures; Superheroes; Comics

Alice Albarda
CRAWLEY, Oksanna
Super Hammy (My First Reading P
Series)

DC Canada Education Publishing,

2017. Boxed set 3 levels = 15 books & Audio
CD. Gr. K-1. 978-1-
77205-206-0.
$89.95

This is a basic
three-level reading
primer series com-
prised of 15 books in

total (5 for each of the three levels) and an
audio CD. | was surprised that there are abso-
lutely no instructions for use given on the box,
in any of the books, or on the CD. No informa-
tion is present (for the reader, for a teacher or a
parent) as to lexile level(s), alignment with
any specific reading program or guided read-
ing levels at all. No context is given for any of
the three levels in the series, nor indication of
age-appropriateness. The illustrations are
overly simplistic with the hero depicted with
thick glasses and eyes (pupils) that are mis-
aligned on each page, which leads to a nega-
tive impression of our hero. The text, though it
does progress in difficulty, seems uneven in
many places. Use of ellipsis (...) on several
pages seems out of place in beginning-level
reading books. There are many other higher
quality guided reading/beginning reading sets
out there that are more even in content and
provide detailed information for their effective
use in a learning-to-read setting.

Thematic Links: Reading Recovery; Learn To
Read; Superheroes; Guided Reading

Erin Hansen

DOAK, Angela K.
Atlantic Animal ABCs G
Nimbus Publishing, 2017. 26p. Illus.
Gr. Preschool - K. 978-1-77108-463-5. Bdbk.
$14.95

The gorgeous paper
collage illustrations by
photographer and col-
lage artist, Angela
Doak, make this board
book eye catching and
vibrant. To be ex-
pected with a limited
list of animals (only those who have habitats
in Atlantic Canada), some animals are more
loosely matched to the letters of the alphabet
with second parts of their name used for the
corresponding letter or their scientific genus
and species given, which may cause confusion
for some young readers (e.g. K - belted King-
fisher, X - Xiphias Gladius [Swordfish]). Both
capital and lowercase letters are shown in bold
font, which is helpful when introducing young
readers to their letters. It would have been
helpful to include some end notes for parents
that describe some of the more obscure ani-
mals or give a bit more detail about habitats to
enrich this book, but this is a minor omission.

This is a strong title that has a solid place in
libraries and personal collections for babies
and toddlers.

Thematic Links: Alphabet; Atlantic Canada;
Animals

Erin Hansen
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Picture books to

FROM FAR AWAY

STORY BY ROBERT MUNSCH AND SADUSSAN ASKAR

The heartwarming story about an immigrant
child adjusting to her new school, by
celebrated author Robert Munsch.

Ages 4-7 [/ 978-1-55451-939-2 pb / 978-1-55451-940-8 hc

m

: :

Purge

BY BELLE DeMONT  ART BY SONJA WIMMER

Ages 4-7 [ 978-1-556451-954-5 hc

“With his polite determination not to conform |
to other people’s gender expectations, Charlie
is the heart of this delightful story.”
—Quill & Quire, *starred review

_s annick press | www.annickpress.com | available from your favourite wholesaler

FITCH, Sheree
If You Could Wear My Sneakers E
(Twentieth Anniversary Edition)
Illustrated by Darcia Labrosse. Nimbus
Publishing, 2017. 32p. Illus. Gr. Preschool -5.
978-1-77108-469-7. Hdbk. $22.95

The classic chil-
dren’s book If You
Could Wear My

s

You M&%5 [Sneakers by Sheree
Could &= Fitch is now available
Wear T |inthe 20" anniversary
My p"ﬂf,‘)_ edition. Winner of both
the Hackmatack and

Sheakers!

Silver Birch awards in
2000, this collection of
15 poems is whimsical,
funny, and silly and subtly connected with
children’s rights; each poem reflects on an
article of the UN Convention on Rights of the
Child. At the end of the book, readers are
asked to match the poem to the appropriate
article (answers are provided on the final
page). Produced in association with UNICEF,
Sheree Fitch and Darcia Labrosse have created
a stellar book that brings a global awareness of
the rights of a child. The quiz may be a bit
difficult for younger children to complete and
comprehend, but with the guidance of teachers
and/or parents, the message will be truly un-
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derstood through reading and discussions.

The goofiness of the poems will delight all
readers, both children and adults alike. Article 2
of this internationally accepted convention
reads: “You have these rights no matter what;
all children do” is explored by the first poem in
the book that is also the title of the book If You
Could Wear My Sneakers. The poems provide
children with an understanding of their rights,
in a fun, imaginative manner, learning about
their rights for health care, privacy play, protec-
tion from abuse and war, etc. Fitch is well-
known for her nonsense poems, and If You
Could Wear My Sneakers displays rhythm and
tempo associated with her work. Each poem is
different. Each has it’s own message and each
poem portrays a playful example of how the
written word can be shaped into whatever the
author’s purpose and intent is. And Fitch clearly
excels at just that.

The illustrations by Darcia Labrosse, an
award-winning illustrator, are cheery, bright,
and animated; each one reflective of the text
connected to it. The illustrations are exactly the
same in both editions, but in the anniversary
edition they seem brighter and cheerier than the
original. The illustrations are full-page water-
colour drawings, each enabling a light-hearted
feel on a serious topic. For example, the poem
“To Each A Home™ (Article 27; standard of
living) portrays a big bear holding a snail in its

hand, and intently looking at the snail; the use
of a snail (who carries their home with them)
cleverly, without saying anything, drives the
message of the poem and the article “home”.

This anniversary edition includes an intro-
duction by Sheree Fitch, which differs from
the previous edition of Peter Gzowski’s words.
Also new to this edition is Fitch’s dedication
to Harry Black , the former executive director
of UNICEF who passed away in 2017; the
dedication shares some of Black’s endeavours
and projects in developing countries, always
striving for better conditions for children. Mr.
Black also was a firm believer that books
could make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren everywhere.

A delightful book of poetry with a serious
message but in a very child-like approach,
through humour, silliness and fun! Of course,
adult guidance may be required to share in the
enjoyment!

Thematic Links: Children’s Rights; Poetry;
United Nations Convention on Children’s
Rights

Carmelita Cechetto-Shea

FRIESEN, Angnakuluk
Only in my Hometown E
Ilustrated by Ippiksaut Friesen.
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Translated by Jean

“enwse | Kusugak. Groundwood
" | Books/House of Anansi
Press, 2017. 20p. Gr. K-3.
978-1-55498-884-6.
Hdbk. $18.95

Only in My Hometown

x—wﬁ“

Written and illustrated
respectively by sisters
Angnakuluk and Ippiksaut

Friesen, Only in My
Hometown uses richly painted illustrations and
simple yet evocative language to depict its crea-
tors’ unique childhood experiences growing up
in Nunavut. Written in both Inuktitut and Eng-
lish, the book crafts a complete picture of an
Inuit community. The book’s images and words
work in tandem to bring the narrator’s frag-
mented memories to life. The story begins with
the narrator describing herself “sitting on the
elephant, / always remembering what my mom
said.”” The illustration on the adjacent page con-
textualizes this reminiscence, depicting a young
girl on a giant metal tube that could potentially
resemble an elephant. This initial image sets up a
thread of perception versus reality that runs
through the story. A few pages later, the narrator
describes clothes and toys strewn about her
childhood home. While an outsider might see
this as something to be cleaned up, the narrator
instead chooses to focus on the children playing
who left these toys behind. The accompanying
illustration depicts a young girl standing almost
defiantly in front of the mess: this is a feature -
not a bug - of her hometown.

One of the story’s closing couplets further
drives home the idea that different doesn’t have
to mean bad: “We share in times of plenty and
are helped in times of need.” While life may not
be perfect in their community, it is still a life
filled with caring, love and family. By carefully
representing every facet of their community, the
Friesen sisters present a refreshingly balanced
portrait of contemporary Inuit life that needs to
be told more often.

Thematic Links: Inuit Communities; Memory;
Childhood; Family; Love

Natalie Colaiacovo

FULLERTON, Alma

Hand Over Hand

Illustrated by Renne Benoit. Second
Story Press, 2017. 24p. lllus. Gr. Preschool -
978-1-77260-015-5. Hdbk. $16.95

6

Nina longs to go fishing
= | with her Lolo (grandfather)
.. | even though people in her
.| Filipino fishing village

.| insist fishing is not for
girls. One day her kind

o| grandfather agrees to take
her fishing. He patiently

teaches her what to do and throughout the
day Lolo catches fish. Nina is frustrated be-
cause there is no tug on her line. Then sud-
denly, near the end of the day, she feels a
strong tug from a very large fish! With
Lolo’s encouragement, Nina brings in the
huge fish all by herself!

The text is rhythmic and flows. The story
is appealing and encourages girls to strive for
anything they wish to accomplish. It demon-
strates a girl can do anything she wishes if
she puts her mind to it. The lovely watercol-
our illustrations evoke the small Filipino vil-
lage atmosphere with the ocean colours of
blue green. An excellent story set in the Phil-
ippines that speaks to every child about per-
sonal achievement!

Thematic Links: Fishing; Philippines;
Grandfathers; Gender Equality

Isobel Lang

GALBRAITHE, Bree
Milo and Georgie E
Ilustrated by Josée Bisallon. Owlkids
Books, 2017. Unp. lllus. Gr. K-3. 978-1-
77147-170-1. Hdbk. $16.95

Milo and Georgie

Miloand

Georgie .

Vil T Pia

are the children of a
single Mom, who are
forced to move to a
new city when Mom

| gets a new job. For
~| Georgie, the move is

exciting and chal-
lenging, but for Milo the prospect is daunting
and he thinks he will “never be happy
again”. In the time before the move he plays
a lot of baseball and stays out of the house
doing everything for the last time, thinking
that at eight and a half years old he is going
to retire from having fun.

When they arrive at their new home Geor-
gie loves everything and Milo hates it. Soon
she wants to get out of the flat and Milo ties a
piece of yarn to her so that he will call her
home. This continues until one day he pulls
the yarn and she doesn’t come......

This is a wonderfully reassuring tale for
children who have to face the prospect of a
move, as sometimes new places can provide
opportunities beyond one’s wildest expecta-
tions.

Thematic Links: Moving House; Anxiety

Mavis Holder

GEORGE, Pamela
Three Little Piggy Banks E
Ilustrated by Meridth Luce. DC
Canada Education Publishing, 2017.
40p. lus. Gr. Preschool - 3. 978-

1772051766. Pbk.
$12.95

As a librarian, |
haven’t often come
across books that teach
financial literacy to
kids, so when | read
Three Little Piggy
Banks, | wasn’t sure
what to expect. Finan- E———
cial literacy can seem |nt|m|dat|ng even for
adults who have been paying bills and other
expenses for years and years. It seems almost
impossible to unpack such a mature subject for
the youngest of children, but author Pamela
George deftly simplifies the subject for young
children. The book provides a very basic un-
derstanding of money: saving it, sharing it, and
spending it. In the book, five-year old twins,
Ella and Andy, are taught about saving money
by their parents, who buy them each three
piggy banks for their birthday. One piggy bank
is for saving, one piggy bank is for sharing,
and one is for spending.

In this book, children are shown how to be
fiscally responsible in the simplest way. Each
week, the children receive an allowance and
they must decide how much to put in each
bank. The kids each want to buy something
big: Ella wants a camera and Andy wants a
bicycle. Their parents guide them to getting
what they want by setting goals, setting aside
money every week, calculating how long it
will take to save up enough money, all the
while setting aside some of their allowance for
sharing with others and for savings. Even
though the book is about financial literacy, it
also teaches about having compassion for oth-
ers less fortunate, which is why one of the
piggy banks the children receive is for sharing.

The note to parents and teachers by the au-
thor at the beginning of the book outlines
some of the goals the author hopes the book
will accomplish. Among these goals are to
teach delayed gratification, keeping track of
expenses, living within out means, and sepa-
rating spending and saving. There is even an
exercise that parents can do with kids, such as
buying or making piggy banks and decorating
them with children (modelled after the story).
There is even a worksheet at the end of the
book to help kids create financial goals and
keep track of how much they are saving,
spending, and sharing. This is an excellent
book to help parents and educators teach chil-
dren about financial literacy and why it is so
important.

Thematic Links: Financial Literacy; Being
Responsible with Money; Spending; Sharing;
Saving; Delayed Gratification; Setting Goals;
Allowance; Learning Skills

Catherine Bellamy

Resource Links



GHIGNA, Charles
First Times E
Ilustrated by Lori Joy Smith. Orca
Book Publishers, 2017. 32p. Gr.

Preschool-3. 978-1-459811980. Hdbk. $19.95

“My first slide down the slide, my first swing
on the swing!”

When you’re a kid,
your life is full of first
times. From the first time
tying your shoes to the
first time traveling on an
airplane, every new day
comes with a new adven-
ture. First Times lists

¥ many of these exciting
— Ifirsts, as demonstrated by
a trio of smiling kids. In this book, both Charles
Ghigna and Lori Joy Smith have produced ex-
ceptional work. Ghigna’s poetry lends itself
perfectly to being read aloud because the
rhymes and rhythms are uncomplicated yet
well-crafted. Smith’s bright illustrations have a
vintage and timeless feel, while also being col-
ourful and dynamic. These elements combine to
create a book that families will love to read to-
gether and that should become a classic in years
to come.

Charler Ghiges
Lowi 4

Thematic Links: First Times; Growing Up;
Adventure

Alice Albarda

HARBRIDGE, Paul
When The Moon Comes E
Illustrated by Matt James. Tundra
Books, 2017. 36p. Illus. Gr. 1-6. 978-1-
101-91777-0. Hdbk. $21.99

“It is dark, dark now, and the face of the sky is
freckled with stars...The moon is rising”
Rich descriptions con-

vey the mood and cold

winter nights atmosphere
in Paul Harbridge's pic-

_ ture book When the
' Moon Comes. This mid-

) ;}“ 5 ,"v', night adventure Sftor?'/ld
7 W covers a group of children

% il | in a small farming com-

WHEN ¢ munity waiting for the

COMES RISV go by, watching

the loons ““flock south and the moon to grow

until the winter sets in deep and for the ice to be
strong of the ““snowy flat of the beaver flood.”

““...we see the moon rise large and ready...we

decide “Tonight's the night.”

The children criss-cross, wade and stumble to
get to the frozen flood in among some pine trees
and start a fire to keep warm, facing their
““skates to the flames™, eventually making their
way to the “Wonderful ice...Magic ice.”

“We take turns pushing the shovel, and it plows

MOoN
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“12’ 2 Malaika’s
2N Winter Carnival

the light, playful snow as if there were nothing
there at all.”

“The game is on, and our shouts rise up and
disappear into the cold, black sky...”

The vivid and pictorial descriptions con-
tinue as we feel the sudden silence of the chil-
dren isolated within nature and illuminated by
the moon. In contrast we are given a dose of
thrill and excitement from them jostling their
hockey sticks, zooming around and sweating,
“we play hard and sweat...the cold air burns
our lungs...” on the perfectly circular, smooth
silver landscape, and “it is so cold there is a
ring around the moon...”” As the story contin-
ues the author articulates warmth and elation
as the kids make tea and stand at the top of the
mountain, for “we look back at the slash of
silver lining, silent now in the expanse of
white...”” Eventually one by one they end up in
their cozy beds, ready for school the next day!

The majestic chilly snow-scapes and the
midnight scenery is magnificently illustrated
by Matt James. A perfect pairing with the au-
thor's descriptive text, these icy backdrops are
still, yet move with whimsical strokes and
curvy lines. The specs of warm reds and yel-
lows are selectively rendered on the children,
contrasting against the silvery-white light ac-
cents of the moon's reflection on the very dark
cool marine-blackish backgrounds. Incorporat-
ing many techniques of overlaying paints and
crayons this creates an illusion of reflective ice
or synergy of the children and the reflection of
the moon.

When the Moon Comes draws children into
the magic of the moon, an enchanting adven-
ture that could easily become a Canadian chil-
dren’s classic of kids spirit and determination
to play hockey no matter what the cool quiet
stillness of nature offers.

Thematic Links: Canada; Winter; Snow;
Hockey; Friendship; Moon; Night Sky

Lara Chauvin

HOHN, Nadia L.
Malaika’s Winter Carnival G
Ilustrated by Irene Luxbacher.
Groundwood Books, 2017. Unp. lllus. Gr. K-
2.978-1-55498-920-1. Hdbk. $18.95

—=  This continues the
1| story of Malaika
z| from an earlier
book, Malaika’s
Costume, published
in 2016. Malaika’s
e | mother has been
working in Canada
and returns bringing a man and his daughter to
the Caribbean island. Her mother intends to
marry the man and take Makaila back to a
country very different from the warm island to
which she is accustomed. We like to think that

we are welcoming to newcomers, but when the
food, the language and the climate are all so
strange, feeling at home is not so easy.

A great read aloud to start a conversation
about providing a warm welcome to new
Canadians into this cold land.

Thematic Links: Moving; Family Relations

Mavis Holder

HORROCKS, Anita
Silas’ Seven Grandparents G
Orca Book Publishers, 2010/2017.
32p. lllus. Gr. Preschool - 1. 978-1-
4598-1640-4. Pbk. $10.95

A reissue of a charm-
ing picture book from
2010. Silas has seven
active grandparents who §
love him very much, but
it can be exhausting!
When his parents decide i
to go on a trip, who will
he decide to stay with?

As can be expected
with a story that has a number in it, this book
lends itself to counting. Both the narrative and
the illustrations depict seven grandparents do-
ing all sorts of things in a variety of configura-
tions, and many readers will find it hard to
resist ensuring that the two match up. This is a
great way to subtly support early numeracy.

While the plot itself is not particularly
amazing, this book really shines in the depic-
tion of Silas’ grandparents. Not only are they
active and passionate about life (something
that is sadly lacking in many children’s books
involving grandparents), they are also ex-
tremely diverse: Most are in couples, but one
is single; they have a wide variety of ethnic
and cultural backgrounds; and they range from
moderately grey to notably wrinkled.

This is a book with detailed, colourful illus-
trations and a story that values inclusiveness.
Recommended for preschoolers 4+.

| Silas
g Seven
Grandparents

Thematic Links: Family; Diversity;
Grandparents

Sadie Tucker

HUNTER,
Rhonda

Chinook G
and Winter
Ilustrated by Jayce
Lamontagne.

'| Pemmican

A Publications, 2016.

39p. lllus. Gr. K-5.

978-1-926506-01-2.
Pbk. $10.95
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Told in the style of an updated legend or
myth, this story explores the Alberta (and Sas-
katchewan) phenomenon of the warming Chi-
nook winds that help break up a cold winter.
The story of an anthropomorphized gruff ‘Old
Man Winter’” and playful young ‘Chinook’
plays out one cold winter, as seen through the
eyes of a young Alberta girl (Kiaya). This
year, Old Man Winter seeks to beat his com-
petitor (Chinook) by starting early and settling
a stronghold of winter over the prairies. He
succeeds in keeping Chinook away by being
mean to her and sending the prairies month
after month of cold until the restless dreams of
Kiaya begin to bother him and he remembers
the playful games that he and Chinook used to
play.

Though the narrative is at times a bit wordy
and is quite abrupt in one place (Old Man
Winter’s change of heart seems to happen very
quickly and requires further description to be
believable) this story will successfully teach
children about the unique prairie phenomenon
of winter Chinooks. A useful page of more
“scientific” information about Chinooks and
their role in indigenous culture is included at
the end of the book. The illustrations are play-
ful and reminiscent of Manga-style art, which
may draw young readers.

This book would be a useful tool for cross-
curriculum studies and humanities programs,
as it successfully weaves science, ELA, social
studies and First Nations culture into its narra-
tive and focus. It is a recommended addition to
Canadian First Nations/Indigenous collections
for home, school or public libraries.

The author is a former teacher-librarian
from Alberta, and the illustrator is a self-
taught digital artist in grade 11 from northern
Saskatchewan.

Thematic Links: Alberta; Saskatchewan;
Manitoba; Prairies; Canadian Studies; First
Nations; Indigenous; Winter; Weather -
Chinook; Mythology; Legend

Erin Hansen

KANSALA, Cara
All Around the Circle E
Ilustrated by Cara Kansala & Max

Dorey. Breakwater Books, 2017. 32p.

Illus. Gr. K-3.978-1-
55081-675-4. Pbk. $19.95

All Around the Circle
by Cara Kansala is a de-
lightful book of verse that
. - _E! celebrates the spirit and
{ scenery of outport New-
foundland. This collection
of seventeen poems tells
the tale of many Newfoundland themes and
landscapes. Some are humorous such as “Marc
Chagull” about a seagull named Marc who is of
French origin; others reflective of Newfound-
land way of life such as ““While Uncle Jack was
Jigging”.

Although Kansala was born in Northern On-
tario, Newfoundland is now her home, and All
Around the Circle is her first children’s book.
Kansala is well known in Newfoundland as a
full-time visual artist, with artistic creations in
oil that have become her trademark in the prov-
ince. Many of the scenes in drawings in the
book are also paintings on canvas that Kansala
has exhibited and sold in art galleries in St.
John’s. The drawings in the book are whimsical,
evocative, and reflective of everyday life in
Newfoundland. Kansala herself states in her
paintings, she “strives to find the laughter and
joy in the hard things that life sometimes throws
at us”’; All Around the Circle is exactly that!
With vibrant colours, and detailed sketches of
the drawings, the poems come to life beyond the
written text to bring the reader on a journey to
Newfoundland even if they have never travelled
there. The book lists Max Dorey as part of the
art duo, but there doesn’t seem to be any refer-
ence to his contributions in the book or on the
publisher’s website.

At the end of the book, a dedication to her
grandmother displays humour and visual tones
in the style of Cara Kansala. A visually impres-
sive book for readers of all ages, even if Cara’s
intention was a children’s book of verse. Be
prepared for a few chuckles while reading this
wonderful book.

Thematic Links: Poetry; Humour; Outports;
Newfoundland; Paintings

Carmelita Cechetto-Shea

LANGSTON, Laura
Fabulous Feathers in her Hair G
Illustrated by Sonia Nadeau. Peanut
Butter Press, 2017. 32p. Illus. Gr. 1-3.
978-1-927735-49-7. Hdbl. $19.95

The author sets the
scene of two young girls
who are “bestest”
friends. They play to-
gether and dream of
what their futures might
be until one of them is
just not there anymore,
and the survivor has to
come to terms with the
death of her friend. This
is not a book that one can expect to be a popu-
lar reading but when it is needed, the recogni-
tion that our memories are with us forever, and
our friend, or family member will never
change and grow away from us may help to
bring comfort to the bereaved.

Illustrator Sonia Nadeau has used different
coloured, and textured papers as background
to her chalk pastel drawings, which capture the
changing moods of the book beautifully.

Thematic Links: Death; Friendship; Memories

Mavis Holder

MACKAY, Carol
Lily in the Loft E
Illustrated by Val Moker. Your
Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 2017. 32p.
Gr. 1-3. 978-1-927756911. Pbk. $14.95

Frances loves to sit in the hayloft on her
family’s farm and write stories and poems.
Aunt Margaret encourages her to submit a
poem to the Young Co-operators’ Club, a sec-
tion of the local newspaper that publishes po-
ems and stories written by kids. Frances sub-
mits her best poem ==
under the pen name
“Lily in the Loft.”
Then the waiting
begins... Will Lily
in the Loft ever see [&
her writing in
print?

Authorization to copy items is granted by Resource Links on a single copy basis
for educational purposes within a single building.

Permissions Policy Statement

Requests to reproduce items beyond a single copy must be addressed to

ACCESS COPYRIGHT, 6 Adelaide St. Suite 900, Toronto, ON M5C 1H6
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This unexpectedly lovely book tells the
story of one member of the Young Co-
operators’ Club, which was published in Sas-
katchewan from 1927 to 1994, encouraging
generations of young writers to write. Young
readers will love to learn about this little-
known piece of Saskatchewan culture that in-
fluenced the lives of children like them. The
text and illustrations are both simple with mo-
ments of beauty. The two-panel composition
of each page make Val Moker’s illustrations
really stand out, because they provide extra
details that add depth and meaning to the
story. Overall this is a book that young readers
will enjoy for its historical elements, lovely
illustrations, and relatable childhood story.

Thematic Links: Saskatchewan; Writing;
Newspapers

Alice Albarda

MACLEAR, Kyo
Yak and Dove E
Ilustrated by Esmé Shapiro.

Tundra Books, 2017. 56p. Illus. Gr.
Preschool - 1. 978-1-770494-94-7. Hbk.
$22.99

Yak and Dove is
an unusual picture
book consisting of
three stories about
| an unlikely animal
friendship between
pmipd S0 | a Yak and a Dove.
(LY VY7 | Dove wishes that
they were twins, so that they could be more
alike. Dove is small and loud while Yak is big
and furry. The text is written completely in a
conversational question and answer style.
Longer than the standard 32-page picture
book, the three chapters flow easily as the two
friends find out about the world they live in,
and ultimately about themselves; less pages
may have affected the overall success of the
story in reaching the readers. With different
fonts and sizes, the text is clear for the charac-
ter transitions, giving the characters voice as
well. Learning about their differences is a per-
fect message for readers to realize that it is
okay to be different. But Yak and Dove also
learn that despite their differences, they are
more alike than they initially believe. The two
grow in their friendship and realize that a true
friendship allows each to give their own
unique voice to the relationship. The story
moves from the friends wondering about their
differences, into the audition where Dove wins
back Yak’s heart, into the three stories where
the pair create a quiet garden together.

It is Esmé Shapiro’s illustrations that bring
the wonderful story to life in a whimsical and
endearing display of watercolour, gouache and
coloured pencil drawings. Readers observe
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Yak and Dove in different attires. Yak wears
high top sneakers, Dove wears a hat and bowtie,
Wolf wears a blue tutu. The characters’ faces
show expressions contributing to the story and
artwork.

Yak and Dove is a delightful picture book for
preschoolers and the kindergarten/primary
classes/readers. It is funny, thought provoking
and a clever way to get the message that it is
okay to be different! Sincere text with out-
standing illustrations in a story you won’t soon
forget.

Thematic Links: Animals; Friendship

Carmelita Cechetto-Shea

MUIRHEAD, Laurie
Lullaby Lilly E
Illustrated by Deborah Johnson. Your
Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 2017. 48p.
llus. Gr. 2-5. 978-1-927756-94-2. Pbk. $14.95

This delightful picture
book is a blend of prose
and poetry. It is a celebra-
tion of language and letter
sounds and big words.
What a delightful read-
aloud for young children

room). It would take an
advanced reader to tackle
this alone before grade 2,
at least. It is a very approachable introduction to
poetry and paying attention to word sounds.
Lilly is a “persnickety girl, a most persistent
girl with pig-tails, a pair of pink woolly socks
and an infectious love for lullabies”. She ex-
hausts her entire family in her quest to hear
more lullabies at night until, in exasperation,
they finally tell her to make up her own lulla-
bies. At first, she is uncertain and discouraged
because her writing skills are not what she
would like them to be, her rhyming is awkward,
and she thinks that the only way to create a lull-
aby is to write it down. Discouraged, she seeks
out her mother and together they spend a won-
derful afternoon spinning verses. The poems
they come up with are magical and lyrical. Lilly
finds this activity to be an epiphany and it lights
a fire in her for playing with language. She
boldly states that she will win a Nobel prize for
her future writing efforts, and the narrative
shows her winning the prestigious prize on the
last page (perhaps fantastical, but still inspira-
tional in the lesson to follow your passions).
For younger kids, some of the words may
need to be explained, but even if they are not,
children will be captivated by the rhythmic and
melodious flow of sounds. There is much ex-
pression that could be imbued by a reader (both
silently in the head when reading alone, and
verbally when read aloud). The illustrations are
reminiscent of folk art, and are at times child-

like. Highly recommended for personal and
library collections and for use in the English
Language Arts curriculum as an exceptional
exploration of language.

Thematic Links: Poetry; Determination;
Perseverance; Nature; English Language Arts

Erin Hansen

MUTALA, Marion
More Babas, Please! G
Illustrated by Olha Tkachenko. Your
Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 2017. 24p.
Illus. Gr. Preschool - 3. 978-1927756928. Pbk.
$14.95

arararm A

More Babas,

Please! is a fun, heart- > =~ ™
warming poem about  [: M ’_’.i{""“?[“‘"’“! L
“pabas”, the Ukrainian | 9 Ey
word for “grand B - G me
mother”. However, the
book is not just about
Ukrainian grandmoth-
ers, but all grandmoth-
ers of different cul-
tures, nationalities, shapes, sizes, and appear-
ances. The poem celebrates grandmothers and
the relationship they have with their grandchil-
dren. The rhythm of the poem is fun and up-
beat and the rhyming scheme is sure to make it
a favourite to read aloud. It is a sentimental
and sweet book for the narrator declares they
don’t need candy or sweets or new clothes, all
they need is their baba. Each page ends with,
“More babas, please!”” This short, predicable
text makes it an excellent story to read out
loud and get children to participate. The soft
illustrations evoke feelings of warmth and
happiness, adding a touch of sentimentality to
the text. Each picture features a grandchild
being cared for and loved by their baba.

This is a great book to read when talking
about family, especially grandmothers, or even
the history of Ukrainians in Canada. In fact, in
the author’s note, author Marion Mutala dis-
cusses briefly the history of Ukrainians who
immigrated to Saskatchewan and dedicates her
book to those Ukrainian pioneers, as well as to
all women in every culture. She also notes that
a percentage of the proceeds from the sale of
the book will go to the Stephen Lewis Founda-
tion for Grandmothers for Grandmothers,
which helps grandmothers in Africa care for
their grandchildren who are orphaned due to
the AIDS epidemic.

Thematic Links: Grandmothers; Multigenera-
tional; Grandparenting; Customs; Ukraine;
Saskatchewan; Caring; Love; Ukrainian
Immigrants to Saskatchewan; Poetry

Catherine Bellamy
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NICHOLOSON, Caitlin Dale &
Leona Morin-Neilson G
Nipéhon/l Wait

Groundwood Books, 2017. 32p. Illus.
Gr. Preschool - 2. 978-1-55498-914-0. Hdbk.
$18.95

Written in English
and Cree (standard
roman orthography
and syllabics),
Nipéhon/l Wait is a
picture book about a
daughter, a mother,
and a grandmother
who pick wild yarrow
for tea. The acrylic
illustrations are real-

- istic in style and
show each person domg a similar activity
(waiting, walking, praying, picking the yar-
row) and then leaving the fields with smiles on
their faces and bags of yarrow in their arms. A
playful dog accompanies them while they are
searching for the flowers. The fields are full of
butterflies and there is a view of a lake. The
book ends with a simple recipe for yarrow tea,
and a dedication to the different generations of
women the author and illustrator have known
throughout their lives. The story is told with
only two to three words per page, with the
illustrations adding detail about love and fam-

ily.

-Y
¥ -
8 9oy
|”_nipéhon §
2 ' 4 ',
VPR S
| 1 Wait,

Thematic Links: Cree and English Language;
Grandmothers; Yarrow Tea; Mothers and
Daughters; Team Work; Connections; Elders

Tanya Boudreau

O’LEARY, Sara
You Are Three E
Ilustrated by Karen Klassen. OwlKids
Books, 2017. Unp. lllus. Gr. Pre-

school - 1. 978-1-77147-074-2. Hdbk. $15.95

In the third of her
series which includes
You are One and You
Are Two, the author
demonstrates the
changes children go
through once they
are three years old.
At three, children
constantly are mov-
ing, curious and have become more involved
in imaginary adventures. They know their col-
ours, shapes, and alphabet. Parents understand
their drawings better and can have long con-
versations with them.

The one constant is that parents will always
love their children no matter how old they be-
come. This reassuring tale is an engaging pic-
ture of a typical three year old and gives the
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child the comfort of knowing that their parents
will always love them. The text is simple but
depicts the characteristics of a three year old
poetically and succinctly. The lovely ink and
wash illustrations are partly realistic with beau-
tifully rendered faces but more sketchily done
bodies and backgrounds; an intriguing blend of
styles.

Thematic Links: Child Development; 3-Year-
Olds; Preschoolers

Isobel Lang

PASQUET, Jacques
My Wounded Island G
Illustrated by Marion Arbona.
Translated from the French by Sophie B.
Watson. Orca Book Publishers, 2017. Unp.
Ilus. Gr. 1-3. 978-1-459815650. Hdbk. $19.95
(Reviewed from Advance Reading Copy)

My Wounded Is-
land is written from

WO u nde (] the perspective of an
Inupiat child named
b ISIad Imarvaluk which
'M means "the song of
' PPl the waves." Imar-
8| valuk lives with her
- family on a small
. "M s|and, Sarichef, near
. the Arctic Circle.
Imarvaluk is frightened by the rising sea level
and how it is affecting the lives of the people on
the island. Outsiders present the scientific ex-
planation of climate change. "Because of the
warmer temperatures, glaciers are melting and
the water is rising." Imarvaluk views the prob-
lem from a mythological perspective and has
nightmares about it. She thinks that a monster is
hurting the island. "This creature is greedy and
invisible." Imarvaluk wonders "Why isn't the
goddess of the sea, Sedna, protecting us?"
Throughout the story, Imarvaluk describes
the island way of life and the changes that are
happening. For example the protective winter

pack ice is no longer stable and inhibits hunting.

As the story concludes plans are in place to
move shore houses like Imarvaluk's to the cen-
tre of the island. The solution is temporary and
Imarvaluk's family, in particular her grandfa-
ther, ponders the continued existence of their
traditions and customs if they move off the is-
land.

The text of My Wounded Island is done well
conveying information from the convincing
voice of a thoughtful child. The description of
Imarvaluk's fears and nightmares may prompt
questions and concerns from young readers.
The art work, of gouache, ink, pencil and
toothbrush, is exquisite in its depiction of con-
trasts of the daily lives of the Inupiat people
with that of the disruptive phantom creature in
the sea.

This book is recommended for school li-
braries. Although it does not offer solutions, it
would be useful in a study of climate change.
It is a thought-provoking depiction of causes
and effects of climate change on a physical
environment and the people inhabiting that
environment. The book includes a glossary.
My Wounded Island could also be incorpo-
rated into a study unit on northern indigenous
cultures. The book could be used as an inspira-
tion for art projects expressing perceptions of
problems and fears. Exploring the use of a
toothbrush in creating art would be intriguing
as well.

Thematic Links: Climate Change; Rising Sea
Levels; The Inupiat; Northern Indigenous
Communities; Nightmares

Laura Reilly

PATTERSON, Heather
I am Canada: A Celebration E
Illustrated by Thirteen Canadian
Illustrators (See review for complete
list). North Wind Press, 2006/2017. 32p. Illus.
Gr. Preschool - 1. 978-1-4431-6304-0.

Hdbk. $19.95.

| am Canada: A
Celebration is a free- [
verse children’s poem [%8
written by Heather
Patterson and includes
illustrations from 13
various Canadian il-
lustrators. They in-
clude: Jeremy Tank-
ard, Ruth Ohi, Bar-
bara Reid, Jon Klas-
sen, Marie-Louise Gay, Danielle Daniel, Ash-
ley Spires, Genevieve Coté, Cale Atkinson,
Doretta Groenendyk, Qin Leng, Eva Campbell
and Irene Luxacher. Originally published in
2006, the book features illustration instead of
photos as seen in the 2006 edition. Patterson’s
text remained the same in the newer edition.

With it being the 150" celebration of Can-
ada’s hirthday, this book is a timely edition
where the illustrators share what Canada
means to them. Each double page illustration
depicts the illustrators unique style, and reflect
the text within; each is a glorious celebration
of what Canada is, and provides the reader
with themes of hope, diversity, possibilities
and the native homeland of Canada.

The idea came to fruition by Scholastic
Canada’s vice-president of publishing, Diane
Kerner who also edited the new edition. Ker-
ner wanted something that would celebrate
both Scholastic’s 60" anniversary and Can-
ada’s 150" anniversary; the result was | am
Canada: A Celebration. The simple text en-
hanced by fabulous illustrations was the per-
fect way to celebrate the milestones. The illus-
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trators symbolize what Canada truly is, a di-
verse land with diverse people with various
cultures, experiences, and perspectives. At the
end of this edition, the author and each illus-
trator provides a short paragraph on what Can-
ada means to them, from a place where dreams
can come true to illustrations which depict
Canada today, as in Barbara Reid’s toboggan-
ing illustration inspired by Reid watching vid-
eos of Syrian children who had arrived in Can-
ada having their first toboggan ride, and wit-
nessing the excitement on their faces.

I am Canada: A Celebration is a delightful
picture book for this special year in Canada’s
history. Its message is as simple as its text:
celebrate who you are as well as your differ-
ences.

Also available in French. See p. 58.

Thematic Links: Canada; Celebration;
Diversity

Carmelita Cechetto-Shea

REKULAK, Jason
The X-Files: Earth Children are A
Weird

Illustrated by Kim Smith. Quirk Books,

2017. Unp. lllus. Gr. K - 2. 978-1-59474-979-
7. Hdbk. $19.99

In this X-Files al-
ternate universe, Dana
Scully and Fox
Mulder were the best
of friends since they
were young children,
and their future beliefs
and passions were
already firmly in
place. During a camp-

yard, Fox is absolutely
certain that they are in the presence of alien
life. Dana, of course, uses logical reasoning to
debunk his theories. She determines that an
alien shadow is actually that of Buster the dog,
the giant crater in the ground is from prepara-
tions for a swimming pool, and the spooky
noises are simply coming from a squeaky tire
swing. The twist at the end, however, shows
that Fox may not be too far off the mark after
all.

While the illustrations are quite good, and
definitely evoke the child-size versions of
David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson, it isn’t
really enough to save the storyline, especially
since the age group the book is targeted at
won’t be familiar with the X-Files phenome-
non. The foreshadowing of the ending twist in
the second half of the book might garner a few
excited reactions, but ultimately it is quite un-
original.

Although the book does coincide with the
TV show reboot, it is unlikely to create any
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new fans. Simon Bartram’s Man on the Moon:
a Day in the Life of Bob is a similar, but much
more entertaining, choice.

Thematic Links: Aliens; Scepticism;
Television Show Adaptations; Cause and Effect

Nicole Rowlinson

SHIRTLIFFE, Leanne
Saving Thunder the Great: The True G
Story of a Gerbil’s Escape from the
Fort McMurray Wildfire

Illustrated by Georgia Graham. Boulder
Publications, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr. Preschool - 2.
978-1-927099-85-8. Hdbk. $21.95

Saving
Thunder the
o+| Great: The

a Gerbil’s

| Escape from
| the Fort
McMurray
Wildfire is
based on a true
story of a young boy and his mother who or-
chestrated the rescue of his pet gerbil Thunder,
and their escape from the May 2016 wildfire
that raged through Fort McMurray, Alberta.
Jackson was safe in Newfoundland with his
grandparents, but his mom and pet gerbil were
caught in the fire’s path. The mother, an oil
sands worker, checks on the gerbil who seems
to have a voracious appetite as he has eaten
through his tunnel and the water dish; Thunder
really needs a new cage too. The next day, she
is awakened by a roommate, telling her that the
wildfire has now jumped the river and they all
need to evacuate. The mandatory evacuation
was forcing everyone to leave their homes,
grabbing what little they could, hoping to es-
cape the fire and survive. Jackson’s mom does
just that; she gets Thunder and heads north in
her car to safety. The journey takes the mom
though various obstacles and situations where
she is both the helper and the person being
helped. But the chaos around her, and the other
88,000 people trying to escape the city was
treacherous, scary and very difficult.

Shirtliffe has written a beautiful story that is
both realistic and timely. The topic of this
poignant tale is dealt with in a very sensitive
way for young readers and provides feelings of
hope, acts of bravery and a mother’s love. It
informs the world of how terrible that time
really was, yet doesn’t elaborate on details that
could cause fear or anxiety in a young child
reading or hearing the story. Such a terrible
moment in the city’s history, and the courage
shown by those affected. The story is based on
a real family, and their ordeal during this terri-
ble time. One over-lying theme the author has
subtly included is that of community helping

community; strangers helped strangers, the
people united in one common cause, to bring
everyone to safety as quickly and as easily as
possible.

The illustrations are extremely well done,
and very realistic in nature, taking from true
events of the time period. For example, the
two pages in the book showing horses being
taken to safety by a young girl captured the
hearts of many when it went viral that day,
showing the world another example of bravery
and courage of the people of Fort McMurray.
The paintings are vivid, detailed and extremely
authentic; you almost can feel the heat as you
look at them closely. The author provides a
two-page note at the end of the story,

Saving Thunder the Great: The True Story
of a Gerbil’s Escape from the Fort
McMurray Wildfire is a perfect picture book
that packs a lot of information (and love)
about the events in Fort McMurray at that
time. It reminds people of how quickly life can
turn around on a dime, and provides a compas-
sionate story that will resonate in the reader’s
heart forever. One important factor needs to be
mentioned: 88,000 people were evacuated that
day, with no one being hurt or any loss of hu-
man life. The rebuilding has begun, with lots
left to accomplish, but Saving Thunder the
Great: The True Story of a Gerbil’s Escape
from the Fort McMurray Wildfire reveals the
best in humanity, from one’s own family to
that of the city, province and country affected.
A definite purchase for all school and public
libraries in Canada.

Thematic Links: Forest Fires; Courage; Love;
Community; Fort McMurrary

Carmelita Cechetto-Shea

SMITH, Monique Gray
You Hold Me Up E
Illustrated by Danielle Daniel. Orca
Book

Publishers, 2017. 32p. lllus. Gr. Preschool - 3.
978-1459814479. Hdbk. $19.95

You Hold Me Up is a simply written book
with a powerful message: we need each other.
It reinforces the need for community and the
need to make and maintain connections with
one another. Children and caregivers are en-
couraged to
show one an-
other love, kind- MH&‘M m& u’)
ness, and re- Monique Gray Smith « Danielle Daniel
spect. They are ’ '
encouraged to
share with one
another, learn
with one another, |
and laugh with
one another. This
book puts an |
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emphasis on relationships and being con-
nected to people in our sphere: parents, care-
givers, educators, and peers. It models how we
should treat others and how we should expect
to be treated by other people.

Author Monique Gray Smith, who is of
Cree, Lakota, and Scottish ancestry, wrote this
book as a part of the reconciliation and healing
journey Canada is undertaking as a nation. In
her author’s note, she wrote that this book is to
remind us of our common humanity, and
hopes to inspire empathy and love for one
another, starting with the littlest children. It is
important to hold each other up with “respect
and dignity”. The illustrations are composed
of rich hues and feature two or more people
engaging in acts that exemplify dignity and
respect.

The story is simple enough that the young-
est reader can read and understand; the vo-
cabulary is not difficult or challenging for
most readers. The book is an excellent way to
start dialogue with children about ways we
can show respect for one another and talk
about how we treat each other. This book
could certainly be used in lessons on recon-
ciliation, manners, friendships, and relation-
ships in general. It is an excellent book to use
for reading aloud and prompting students to
list examples of kindness and sharing. It
would be a wonderful addition to any chil-
dren’s library.

Thematic Links: Reconciliation; Empathy;
Compassion; Sharing; Relationships;
Community; Friends; Family Caregivers;
Parents; Kindness; Love

Catherine Bellamy

STELLINGS, Caroline
Eighteen Wheels and A Dozen Roses G
Peanut Butter Press, 2017. 32p. Illus.
Gr. Preschool - 3. 978-1-927735-14-5.
Hdbk. $19.99

“The one thing Matt wanted was a truck
a big one with
eighteen wheels.”

Caroline Stellings' book Eighteen Wheels
and a Dozen Roses is a delightful book using
the personification of animals to tell a story of
good fortune found through giving kindness to
others. As the cliché
saying goes, what
comes around goes
around!

Matt is a poor
dog that stays at his
friend Ben's garage,
fantasizing about an
eighteen wheeler.
Instead, he finds car
wrecks from dec-
=| ades past that would

" TEighfeen Wheels

__ and a Dozen Roses
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make do on his dream even though they aren't
exactly eighteen wheelers! With the help of his
friend they spend spring, summer and autumn
restoring three wrecked cars, changing...
gears, gauges, switches, shocks, spark plugs,
fenders...”” and restoring them to their original
condition.

After each season with a completely restored
vehicle and the keys in his hand, intending to
finally drive the car himself, Matt comes across
a friend in need, Harry the cat. Harry's bike
falls apart and he would lose his job if he were
to be late for work, so Matt hands him the keys
to the first car through kindness. Subsequently
the next car is handed over to Mrs. Potter and
her litter of bunnies that were struggling to
walk to school on a rainy day. Finally, around
Christmas, when at the hardware store, a seren-
dipitous encounter leads Matt to repaint the car,
as it reminded a customer of his wedding day
where his wife stood in front of a “Neptune
Green GMC Truck”.

Through his generous heart, Matt hands over
the final restored car to the customer where he
gifts his wife the vehicle with a dozen roses.
This customer happens to be the president of
the “Tudor Truck Company” making Matt's
dream come true!

The earthy soft watercolour, charcoal and
ink illustrations contribute nicely to the settings
of the story, in particularly Stellings' strength
in rendering the early-mid twentieth century
vehicles during and after restoration. However,
if there was more consideration placed into the
overall design, and positioning of the text and
illustrations and a different cover image, possi-
bly a wrap around of the eighteen wheeler
without the red border, it may have made more
of an initial head turn. What would have been
wonderful to see would have been to have a
full double page image of the eighteen-wheeler
(or even a fold out) at the end of the book. If
children are reading this they may not com-
pletely grasp the idea of an eighteen wheeler
visually, as we only see it in part within this
book.

Good things happen to kind people, and
Eighteen Wheels and a Dozen Roses is a
lovely story to engage children in the kindness
of giving and what good consequences could
come out of it!

Thematic Links: Kindness; Restoration;
Trucks; Vintage Cars; Friendship; Karma;
Altruism; Animals; Transportation

Lara Chauvin

STELLINGS, Caroline
It Must Be The Spaghetti! A
Peanut Butter Press, 2017. 32p. Gr. 1-3.
978-1-927735-15-2. Hdbk. $19.95

Steve is good at practically everything. His

brother Eddie, on the
other hand, is only
good at eating - espe-
cially spaghetti, his
favourite food! When
Steve auditions for the
Pirates of Penzance, of
course he gets the lead
role. Steve works hard
at rehearsals, but on
opening night, he is

IT MUST BE THE
SPAGHETTI!

suddenly stricken with
stage fright. Can Eddie save the show?

The highlight of It Must Be The Spaghetti is
Caroline Stellings” lovely watercolour illustra-
tions, featuring funny and fluffy animal charac-
ters. However, the illustrations are sometimes
held back by poorly designed page layouts or
font choices. The story itself is sweet and
unique, if a bit unexpected. One would not ex-
pect to read a story that revolves around dogs,
spaghetti, and the Pirates of Penzance, but this
book is mostly successful at pulling off the
slightly disjointed theme. Steve and Eddie are
based on Stellings’ own Schipperke dogs,
which adds a personal touch to this unique and
endearing book.

Thematic Links: Dogs; Opera; Brothers

Alice Albarda

STELLINGS, Caroline
The Spaghetti Did It! A
Peanut Butter Press, 2017. 32p. Gr. 1-3.
978-1-927735-16-9. Hdbk. $19.95

The Spaghetti Did
It! reintroduces Steve
and Eddie, two dog
brothers with very dif-
ferent skill sets. Steve
is good at everything,
while Eddie is only
really good at eating
spaghetti. This time,
the brothers hit the road
for Las Vegas, so that |
Steve can audition for a L
spaghetti western and Eddie can see Wayne
Newton perform. Steve is cast as an extra in the
movie, but Eddie’s dreams are crushed when
Wayne Newton cancels his performance be-
cause of stolen shoes. Can Steve and Eddie
catch the squirrely thieves?

As in Steve and Eddie’s previous adventure,
It Must Be the Spaghetti, this book is hindered
somewhat by poorly constructed page layouts
and design. The story is sweet but unique, com-
bining Stellings’ love for her own dogs with the
unexpected theme of western movies. Aside
from the faults in the design of the book, the
story is generally well-crafted and funny.

T
The qpaghefﬂ Did I

Thematic Links: Dogs; Westerns;

Resource Links



Cowboys; Las Vegas

Alice Albarda

TAKEUCHI, Chihiro
Can You Find My Robhot’s Arm? E
Tundra Books, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr.
Preschool - 1. 978-1-101-91903-3.
Hdbk. $21.99

The search for
a robot’s lost

world of gears
and wind-up
arm? toys. The black
paper cut illus-
trations show the
cone-shaped robot trying on a variety of arms.
When he’s inside a house, he tries the pencil,
the scissors and the umbrella. When he goes
outside with his smaller robot friend, he con-
templates having a branch and a leaf for an
arm. As they venture further into the city, they
visit a museum, a factory, a candy store, and a
library. In each building, they find substitutes
for an arm. But it’s not until the two friends
return home after their exhaustive search that
they find the best new arm (which was men-
tioned earlier in the book) and the location of
the missing arm (in the dog’s food bowl).

Children loved this book when | read it dur-
ing library storytime. By looking at the shape
of each new object, they would identify what
the new arm was before | said it, and give rea-
sons why it would or wouldn’t work as an ap-
pendage. The reader wants to help the robot
succeed, and they can enjoy the practical solu-
tion he settles on at the end of the story. Ta-
keuchi will likely become a best seller with
this first picture book.

Thematic Links: Robots; Mechanical Arms;
Help; Substitutes

Tanya Boudreau

THOM, Kai Chang

From the Stars in the Sky to the
Fish in the Sea

Ilustrated by Wai-Yant Li and Kai
Yun Ching. Arsenal Pulp Press, 2017. Unp.
Ilus. Gr. 2-4. 978-1-55152-709-3. Hdbk.
$18.95

G/E

Miu Lan was born between night and day,
— between moon

| and sun, and could
3| not decide what

| they wanted to be.
" | Boy or girl, bird
or fish, cat or rab-
1 bit? Miu Lan had
/| the ability and the
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desire to be all of them. They lived happily with
their mother, who lovingly sang the same song
to them every day, filling them with love.

Miu Lan was excited to start school, and for
the first day, they grew a peacock feather tail
and a tiger-striped coat. All of the other kids
immediately noticed their oddities and differ-
ences, and questioned them about what exactly
they were supposed to be. Miu Lan grew more
and more worried as days went by, but contin-
ued to try on different identities - boy, turtle, a
myriad of animal parts. Regardless, they were
judged and questioned by the other students,
being told that boys don’t play hopscotch and
that they need to explain what exactly they are.

Devastated and furious with the other kids’
reactions, Miu Lan turn to their loving mother,
who has always shown them the utmost love
and acceptance. Miu Lan’s mother responds
with compassion, reassuring them that they can
be whatever they want, even if it varies from
day to day, and that they must stay true to them-
selves. Rather than dismiss Miu Lan’s concerns,
she admits she doesn’t know what to do if the
other kids refuse to like or accept them, but
soothes them with the knowledge that no matter
what happens, she will be there for them and
love them forever. The beautiful song she sings
to Miu Lan every night will be as soothing to
readers as it is to Miu Lan. With renewed confi-
dence, Miu Lan returns to school, and soon
finds that there are other kids who will give
them a chance after all.

Miu Lan’s tale is a unique, magical take on
differences in 